
Coursework PhD Applications 

 

Coursework is not a requisite for a PhD at Wits but 
students are welcome to attend one-week courses 
offered by the School of Public Health to augment 
and support their research. A range of courses are 
available in epidemiology, biostatistics, demography, 
data management and public health. Students can 
select courses tailored to their individual needs. 

 

Annual scientific writing retreat 
 

This 3-day residential retreat creates a platform and 
opportunity for students to work on any aspect of 
their PhD writing. Face-to-face interaction with senior 
facilitators provides assessment and rapid feedback. 
The programme includes optional seminars on 
development of a conceptual framework and  
writing an integrating narrative. The retreat is  
problem-oriented and offers opportunity for students 
to progress their own writing at their own pace 
regardless of what stage they are at in their PhD. 

 

Professional development 
 

Our PhD programme is designed to support the 
development of holistic core competencies required 
by a well-rounded professional, researcher or 
academic. By graduation, each student needs to 
demonstrate experience in these key component 
areas: 

These are submitted online at: 
www.wits.ac.za/applications 

 
Full details of all application requirements can be 

obtained on our SPH web page: 
www.wits.ac.za/academic/health/publichealth 

 
Complete applications must be received by March 
31 or August 31 each year. A School of Public Health 
Selection Committee meets and reviews applications 

in May and October after which applicants will be 
notified of the outcome of their application. 

 

For more information contact 
 

Paul Bohloko 
PhD Research Administrator 

Tel: +27 11 717 2216 
Email: Paul.Bohloko@wits.ac.za 
www.wits.ac.za/publichealth 

 

 

 

 

 
Wits School 

of Public Health 

 

Research Leadership 

Tutoring or supervision 

Scientific communication 

Scientific writing 

Grant writing 

Policy-oriented writing 

Manuscript peer review 

INTERDISCIPLINARY PHD IN 
PUBLIC & POPULATION HEALTH 

http://www.wits.ac.za/applications
http://www.wits.ac.za/academic/health/publichealth
mailto:Paul.Bohloko@wits.ac.za
http://www.wits.ac.za/publichealth


Introduction 
 

The Wits School of Public Health (SPH) structured 
Interdisciplinary PhD Programme in Public and 
Population Health was established in 2009. The aim is 
to graduate internationally acclaimed well-rounded 
researchers able to contribute to the health of  
populations through policy-relevant research. 

 
Since the programme began, the number of students 
and graduates has increased steadily with an  
exciting diversity of students enrolled from across 
Africa and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Why a structured Wits PhD programme – What are the 
advantages? 

 
Through our structured programme we are able to 
benchmark a basic level of competency; standardise 
educational experience; strengthen quality; provide a 
broad foundation as well as in-depth focus; promote 
knowledge, skills and experience for professional 
engagement post-PhD; monitor student progress and 
quality; and improve throughout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The structured programme 

 

Our interdisciplinary PhD Programme consists of 

three unique components: an enhanced research 

process that includes key milestones designed to 

monitor progress and quality and provide support to 

students and supervisors; an interactive academic 

programme with tailored optional coursework and 

including writing seminars; and a list of professional 

development requirements. 

 

Research process and thesis writing 

 

A Wits Ph D is a research degree in which the 

candidate produces a thesis which must be “a 

substantial contribution to the advancement of 

knowledge in the subject chosen”. 

 

1. Research Thesis and publications 

 

Students are encouraged to produce a thesis with 

publications. This style provides opportunity for peer- 

review, experience in responding to reviewers’ 

comments, and jour nal publ ications prior to 

completing the PhD. Students can choose to present 

their PhD as a monograph, although most do the PhD 

by publications. 

 

Progress and quality are monitored through  

compulsory milestones including a research protocol 

presentation and peer-review during the first year 

of study; an interim seminar and review of written 

work by two senior assessors approximately two-thirds 

through the PhD; and finally the thesis examination. 

A graduate symposium hosted by the School of Public 

Health at the end of each year offers students an 

opportunity to present their work, focusing particularly 

on the policy applications, and produce a written 

policy brief. 

 

2.    Academic programme 

 

The academic programme is designed to broaden 

the spectrum of student support and academic 

experience offered. It includes a seminar series, 

optional short courses offered by the Faculty of Health 

Sciences Research Office and an annual residential 

3-day scientific writing retreat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Seminar series 

 

Students attend a well -designed academic  

programme covering an array of contemporary 

research topics, provided through seminar series held 

quarterly. This broadens students’ knowledge of major 

public health and social issues, exposes students to 

different research methods and promotes intellectual 

engagement and debate. The series also includes 

seminars on ethics of public health and ethics of 

research, as well as leadership. 


